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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Swadlincote  District  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
51st  December,  1945.  On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  report  is  again  curtailed  and  details  of  pcpulation  etc.,  have  beerj. 
omitted. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  still  increasing  and  is  the  highest  since 
1925,  while  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest  recorded,  a 
happy  state  of  affairs  I  would  like  to  see  continued. 

There  was  a  minor  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year;  the  cases  were  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  T.  Cochrane, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1944. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (inclusive  of  water) 

3,754 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1943) 

5,533. 

Rateable  Value. 

£84,908 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 

- 

£325o 

EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. « 

• 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  1943 

1942 

mean  of  5 
years . 
193971943. 

Live  Birth  Rate .  20.2 

17.5 

16.62 

Live  Birth  Rate  (England  &  Wales)  16.5 

per  1,000  civilian  population. 

15.8 

15.2 

DEATH  RATES,  (per  1,000  estiioated  population)  , 


Death  Rate. 

10.9 

11.1 

10.9 

Death  Rate  (England  &  \/ales) 

••  12.1 

11.6 

12.4 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births. 

40.9 

57.4 

62.3 

Death  Rate  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  (children 

0.05 

.05 

0.07 

under  2  years)  . 

Pthisis  Death  Rate . 

0 . 15 

0.3 

0.167 

Respiratory  Diseases  Dea.th  Rate 

1.  29 

1.4 

1.28 

Number  of  women  dying  in -or  in  consequence 
of  child  birth:. 

Prom  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Prom  other  causes. 

Nil 

3 

IIIB'EGTIOUS  DIwSK^xSES 


The  follo\.~inn;  table  sh.cr.7s  th.o 
disease  notified  during  the  ^rear, 
for  comparison:-' 


nuichor  of  ca.ses  of  infectious 
Previous  jrear’  s  figures  a.re  given 


.riea.n  of  3 

194^  19^  yeo^^ 

193971943 


Scarlet  Fever 

0  p 

43 

72 

42 

Yhooxoing  Gough  , . 

•  • 

39 

18 

Puerperal  P;)/re:d.a  , , 

«  • 

nil 

2 

- 

Dixhtheria  , .  . . 

•  0 

3 

4 

10 

Measles  , , 

4  0 

383 

10 

Erysix)elas  ...  • .  .. 

0  • 

4  ■ 

6 

9 

Pneunaonia,  ..  . ' 

•  • 

'  36 

kh- 

37 

Gerebro  Sxunal  Fever 

•  • 

1 

6 

.  4 

Thirteen  cases  of  Scor’let  Fever  and  t'v.'o  Diphtheria  cases  Troro 
removed'  to  Isolation  Hospital,  A  supp)ly  of  diplitheria  anti«to::in  is 
kep)t  a,t  the  Hcailth  Office  and  supplied  free  to  medical  practitioners 
it  for  treatment  of  th.eir  diphtheria  cases. 


requiring 


SCABIES. 


In  this  area  scaJbies  i/as  seldom  seen  before  the  war  but  during  the 
jQDJ?  431  persons  Trero  treated  and  in  addition  to  this  numbei’  133  cases 
■i/ere  treated  b j •  orrangomcnt  for  three  adjoining  authorities,  I  do  not 
tiiink  so  mory  would  liave  boon  dealt  yrith  h.ad  it  not  been  for  the  co- 
ox^cration  of  th.e  Medical  .Practition.ers  ".ho  referred  most  of  their  cases 
for  treatment.  Enquiries  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  usually , showed 
that  the  case  referred  was  not  the  only  member  of  the  family  oiffected, 
and  treatment  iris  invariably  offered  to  all  ;me,mbcrs  of  the  family  at  the 
sajie  time.  Of  the  431  cases  trco.tod  II9  w'ere  sonr,  by  their  Doctor,  and 
inquiries  brouglit  in  the  rest.  Any  cMldren  found  to  bo  suffering  from 
scabies  in  school  or  at  the  he  If are  Clinic  wore  referred  for  treatment 
by  the  Count^^  lioalth  Visitors, 


Most  of  the  cases  were  quite  v.dlling  to  accojct  treohment  and  it 
ms  only  necessary  to  use  the  p>owcr  of  compulsion,  given  in  the  Scabies 
Order  1941^  on,  seven  x^ersons.  The  threat  of  comxiulsio'n.  was  usually 
sufficient  where  there  was  any  difficultjr,  ■  Benzyl  Benzoate  emulsion 
vra.s  used  and  proved  effective,  the  usual  two  egoplico-tions  being,  sufficient 
to  clear  up  most  cases,  Thirby-seven  ce.ses  required  .retroatment  Y;ithin, 
tliroc  rionths  of  their  first  treatment,’ 


4, 


DIEKeHERI/i  EivIlJIIISATION, 


Iixuinisation  against  diphtheria  v/as  continued,  the  prophylactic 
used  (aluin  precipitated  toxoid)  heing  free  'bjr  th.e  Ministry  of 

Heo.lth  T/hose  recomondations  as  to  oxionnt  and  spacing  of  injections  mqi 
folloTfed,  The  Council  continued  to  offer  parents  the  choice  of  having 
their  children  iiauunised  by  their  fauily  doctor  but  only  a  very  snail 


niL.iber  availed  thens elves  of  thij 
the  schools  or  v/clfsre  clinic* 


offer,  the  majority  being  treated  at 


The  total  number  of  children  kno\v''n  to  be  iranunised  at  December  31s 
1943 ,  VTis  3,1^7.  Of  this  number  773  were  under  five  years  of  o.ge,  and 
2,392  aged  five  to  fifteen  years*  Estimated  percentages  of  child  popu 
la.tion  immunised  at  the  end  of- the  2/^oz:  are:  -  under  five  years  of  a.ge  fs/o 
aged  five  to  fifteen  years  81^,  Only  tliree  cases  of  diphtheria  ti/ere 
notified  thus  continuing  the  reduction  in  notifications  of  this  disease 


i-i' 


in  recent  years,  one  of  these  had  been  immunised  and  the  case  v/as  mild* 
There  vere  no  deatlis  from  diphtheria  during  the  3^ car. 


YdlQOPIITG  GOUGIi* 

Ten.  children  received  vaccine  troa'cment  a.gainst  Wiooping  Cough, 


Y/ATER  SUEFLY. 


Water  is  supplied  to  tlio  area  by  the  Swadlincote  and  Ashby  Joint 
Water  Committee  augmented  T/hon  necessary  b^r  a  bullc  suppler  from  South 
Sto-ffordshire  V/atcr  Company,  saraples  taken  duii’ing  1943  sliowed  the  vatcT' 
T/as  of  satisfactory  quality  but  the  quantity  a.v0.ilable  is  not  suff icier/! 
to  .meet  the  needs  of  the  areas  served  b3/  the  Joint  Couriiittoe,  and  a 
scheme  has  been  prepared  for  sinking  a  nov  boreliole  to  increase  supplier 
this  has  been  submitted  to  tlie  Ministry  of*  Health  for  approval. 


The  supply  is  normalily  constant  but  oiidng  to  shortage,  restrictions 
\:ere  first  hniposed  in  August,  1942,  and  during  1943  the  suppl3i"  vas  cut 
off  for  a  fev  liours  daily  during  the  Latter  half  of  the  year;  at  the  time 
of  T/riting  this  report  restrictions  are  still  in  force,  Aiiple  supplies 
of  'v.ator  are  available  to  the  Council  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Vfatcr 
Company  u'liose  iiiains  are  connected  to  the  Council  .uiains  but  tliis  source  . 
cannot  bo  fully  utilised  o/dng  to  the  pressure  being  insufficient  to 
reacli  all  parts  of  the  district.  Consumers  in  the  Stanton, and  Nevhall  , 
Wards  liave  a  constant  supx)l3^  of  this  mter, ' 


The  i/aters  have  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  there  are  no  standpipes 
in  the  district.  The  above  co'mraents  are  .made  at  the  request  of  the 
IvlLnistry  of  Health,'  ; 


TU3I]RCUL0SIS,. 


ITo,  cases  notified  during  1943 
No,  co.sQs  roncr/ed  frora  Register  in 

1943:- 

(a)  by  death. 
by  recovery 

(c)  by  rono'/o.l  fro.n  district 
No,  ca.scs  on  register  at  Dec,  31st 

1943. 


Pulnonary  ilon ~ p Lilriionar;^  Total,' 

M.  ,  F.  14  '  :  F.  ^ 


3 


3 


3 


2 


17 


2  2  1 

-  1  1 

2  '1  -  ^  - 

24 _  19  22  16 

43  •  38 


5 

2 


CASES  OF  NOTIFIABIP_  pj_SIi\SE;S  AT  Vi\RYING  AG-ES. 


Ag*e'  G-roups, 


Disease 

Under 
1  year 

1- 

1 

2- 

p- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

13- 

20- 

33- 

43- 

60- 

Tota.1 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

-TT' 

'‘27‘ 

’6'  ‘ ' 

'  1 

- 

- 

- 

45 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

p 

Enteric  Fever 

. 

(including 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

-  1 

para“t~q;)hoid) 

1 

1 

Puerperal 

- 

r 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

■  VM* 

- 

- 

-  1 

F^'rc:cia, 

— 

1 

! 

Pneuenonia, 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

!■  ' 

8 

3 

8 

'  6 

36 

T, hooping  Cough 

3 

- 

3 

5 

7 

20 ' 

1  ■ 

- 

.  - 

- 

- 

39 

Idea.sles, 

18 

23 

36 

43 

60 

194 

6 

.  1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3Sp 

ErysiiDeln.s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

.  ■- 

- 

2 

m* 

1 

4 

CerelDro  Spinal 

, 

Fever, 

- 

- 

«- 

I 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

L 

- 

....... 

Sanitary  Inspe-ito;-^  Cl" 
July,  194-4.V 


mJUjq,  HEK)RT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THi:  YEAR  1945. 

SUMIAHY  OF  HOUSING-  AIH)  SMITAHY  UISPEGTIONS. 

HOUSING. 


Housing  ilct  1936,  section  9 

Noj  of  inspections.  11. 

No.  of  reinspections .  51, 

Overcrowding.  No.  of  inspections.  65. 

Applications  for  Council  houses.  91. 

•Council  houses.  54. 

Public  ileal th  Act  1936  Inspections.  290. 

'  .  .  Reinspections*  582. 


924 


.  The  serious  shortage  of  houses  continued  to  cause  concern ,  and  .9.1. . 
fresh  applications  for  Council  house  tenancies  v/ere  made  during - the  -  • 
year.  Most  of  the  applicants  are  living  under  very  unsatisfacto.ry  con¬ 
ditions,  and  it  v/as  hard  to  have  to  tell  them  that  nothing .^pould  be 
done  at  present.  .  " 

The  powers  given  mder  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2845  (Requini- 
tioning  for  families  inadequately  housed)  were  of  no  help  in  this 
district,  since  no  suitable  enpty  properties  were  available.  A  survev 
of  the  area  was  made  and  two  premises  submitted  to  the  Council  foi' 
requisition  and  conversion  into  housing  accommodation,  but  after  con¬ 
sideration  these  were  not  proceeded  with.  ■ 

Property  owners  continued  to  experience  some  difficulty  in  secu-rirq^ 
building  labour  for  repairs  and  after  the  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Healtn 
Circular  2871  a  meeting  of  builders  was  called  to  explain  the  Gcvei-nmsiat 
Scheme  for  giving  priority  to  housing  repairs,,  this  resulted  in  some 
improvement. 

proceedings  under  section  155,  Housing  Act,  1936  were  talcen  follcv/:. 
the  illegal  re-occupation  of  an  empty  condemned  house  upon  which  a 
Clearance  Order  had  been  confirmed.  The  owner  of  the- property  v/as  fir.'fcf^ 
£2.,  the  family  concerned  were  subsequently  found  other  accommodatioim. 


RENT  &  MDRTGAGi;  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

Inquiries  v/ere  made  into  ten  coriplaints  of  rent  overcharges  an.d  tie 
particulars  obtained  given  to  the  Clerk’s  Department  for  any  necessar}/ 
action. 


GENE-R^lL 


D.i'ainago  i.nPx:)ections .  119 

Drain  tcstinij.  .  ‘  45 

Smoke  nuisances.  .  18 

Factories  54 

Vermin  •  ;  ■  46 

Schools  ■ ■  21 

Scacj.Ov'-i  255 

vShoT-.s  iivctb.  12 

/in'liT'ai'.s  ■  -  Ivcepinr  c'’  '  '  2‘7 

Water  sup'pl,R;3o  r.  .  -  22 

Eva  cuat  i  oiu '  22 

Mis  c  e  ].  ;L  ane  c  u  s .  97 

InfecT-iors  -Diseases.  103. 


Total.  •  821. 


206  Gonpilaints  A'/ere  received  during  the 

year;  all 

received  pror^^ 

attention  and  a^y^propriate  action  was  talcen  in 

each  case. 

'  -  .  A  >.  •. 

NOTICES  SER7ED .  ,■  • 

'  •  " 

■Informal 

Formal.  • 

Housing  Act  1956  —  section' 9 

9 

nil. 

Public  Health  Act  195'6.  “ 

221 

‘42. 

Shops  Acts  1912  -  1936. 

4 

- 

Rats  &  Mice  Des traction  Act  1919 

18 

Milk  and  Dairies  Re-gul'ations 

48 

- 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1959 

■  6 

HOUSBIG. 


The  following  works  were  completed  after  se.irrioe'  of  notices  unde:^ 
the  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing  Act- 


Animals  •'  keeping  of^  ' 

Domestic  chimJ.ieys  -  nuisances  abated. 
Drains  repaired,  cleaned  or  rcc  ons  true  tod  c. 
Firegrates  rcpa.ired  or  renev^rcd.' 

Houses  provided  vd.th  v/ater  supi^ly. 
premises  in  v/hich  danpness  remedied  . ' 

Roofs  repaired  . 

Rain  water  gutters  and  pipes  repaired. 
Verminous  premises  cleansed. 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed. 

V/alls  and  chimneys. 

\/ashing  coppers  repaired. 

VAC.  Fittings  repaired. 

Waste  pipes. 

Yard,  paving  rei^aired  or  renewed. 

Mis  cell ane ous . 


8 
7 
83 
10 
7  ■ 
,10. 
36o- 
15.' 
19. 
11. 
8. 
12o 

129. 

4. 

3. 

78. 


Total 


440 


I 


Dlgllf^TATION^ 


Nine  liouses  wrora  treated  for  loug  infestation  and  ten  for  other 
venninous  infestations.  It  necessary  to  rcncfv^e  and  destroy  filthy 
and  verainous  heddin^  etc,,  from  fero  houses,' 


BIFEGTIOUS  DlgEiiSES. 

One  hundred  and  tliree  visits  mctg  niade  to  houses  T/here  infectious 
diseases  load  cccurrod,  fifty-three  houses  were  disinfected,  and  heddin;, 
from  eleven  houses  removed  for  steam  disinfection,' 


SCABIES. 

/ 

I  continued  to  intervief\7  and  follo^v  up  aJLl  cases  of  scahics  referred 
to  tlio  .  Department  for  treatment;  253  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose, 
approxiniately  one  half  )f  the  cases  treated  wore  fonnd  in  this 'way. 


H'TSIECTION  ATP  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

9  ■  '  , 

No,'  of  Inspect ions a ' 


Bakehouses,  \  39 

Butchers'shox^s  ’  .  "  69 

Dairies  £z  Cowsheds,  •  171 

Cooked  Meat  Shops,  •  57 

■Pried  Pish  Shops,  -  ,  13 

Slaughterhouses,  19 

Shops  otc^,  -  ■  -  104* 


472. 


POQD^  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938  >  Registration  of  xpranises.  No.  Ron’istcred. 

Manufacture  of  sausages  -  cooked  meais  etc, ,  18 

Pried  Pish  Shoves,'  13 

No,  of  insx^ections,  '  70, 


NATIO^I/JL  MUE  TESTING-  -AJ^ID  ADVIS.QRY  SCIMffi. 

Samnling  of  x^roducer  retailers  for  the  resazurin  test  commenced  in 
1943  and  thirty-eight  samples  vfere  taken;  seven  advisory  visits  to 
farms  vrerc  .‘made  at  the  request  of  the  County  T/ar  Agricultural  Committee,' 


9. 


V  ,iU 


ID  D..IRI 


No,  of  producers  in  district 

No,  of  retailors  in  district.  30^ 

"  “  "  fro:.!  ci'osidc  district  17  y 

No.  of  inspections  of  dairies  04^!  coT/sheds 
Inforv.ial  Notices  served  under  I'lillc  d  Dairies  Rorulations 


29. 

47, 

171. 

hS, 


MCTOioLOCTic/jii  Kyjai'y.TioN  of  i/nuc.. 

An  effort  Tfas  nade  to  interest  the  dairymen  in  the  production,  of 
.i.iillc  of  Dcttor  kccpjing  quality. and  cightj^-four  samples  -vTero  taJeen  for 
e::aiinationa 


Results  of  sauplcs  -  all  retailers. 


Methylene  Blue  Test, 
Bacillus  Goli. 


unsatisfactory. 


47  '  16. 

38  20, 


Results  of  seiijples  of  nillc  •  producedu  '.ritliin  the  area, 

satisfactory-  unsatisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test  22  3 

Bacillus  Goli  17  7 


HlSTEURIBBD 


■Th.crc  arc  no  heat  treatment  pleats  in  the  district  hut  three 
supplementary  licences  are  in  force  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  millc, 
T\7enty-one  samples  -.."ere  suDmitted,  sii:tccn,  samples  satisfied  the  phos¬ 
phatase-  test  and  five  failed.  The  sampiles  failing  to  satisfy  the  test 
vrcre  of  millc  p)asteuriscd.  hy  one  dealer  T.ho  T/as  r/amed  and  suhsequent 
sampiles  lorovcd  satisfactorvo 


Three  seriples  •\TorG  eccamined  hy  the  Gouiity  .Gouncil  and,  rcpiorted  free 
from  tuhorole  hacilli,  iLixcrovamcnts  carried  out  during  tjie  yeer  ivero:- 
t.jo  CO' /sheds  rebuilt  and  modernised,  tmo  nev  dairies  huilt  at  for'ms. 


10, 

RATS^  AriD  IgCE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  1919,  -  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

At  the  instmee  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  much  more  attention  r/as 
given  to  rodent  destruction,  A  survey  of  the  iThole  district  •\Tas 
carried  out  during  July,  1943  nnd  during  OctolDcr  a  Gotmcil  onployoe,  T/ho 
liad  heen  trodned  in  rodent  destruction  at  a  Ministry  of  Pood  Course,  T/r.s 
made  available  to  no  for  this  Trark  part-time,’ 


No,  of  inspections  ard  visits  to  p)rcmises,'  1,916 

No,'  of  points  poisoned,  421 

Noo  of  jpremisos  dealt  ndtli.  309 

Estiiiated  no,'  of  rats  killed  at  Deceriibor  31st,  1943.  1^334 

No,  of  notices  served  on  occupiers,  18 


POOD  INS^CTIOIk, 

The  follcTk/ing  foods  v/orc  condemned  in  shops  etc,. 


STv’eets  8  Ihs,  ■ 
Vineganr  4  bottles. 
Biscuits  40  lbs. 
Prunes  7  lbs,  ■ 
Piccalilli  3  jars. 


Ham  kS  lbs,  Jan  9  lbs, 

Minccnoat  3  jars  Sugar  1  ewfc,' 
Biscuit  dust  67  lbs  Bacon  34  lbs,’ 
EjCS  37  don,  "  Sausage  Id  lbs, 
ish  27  boxes,  (vrcight  103  st,’  ) 


TTt 


Canned  neat  3»0b0  tins  Pish  cakes  I40,' 
Assorted  canned  goods  279  tins,' 


Poodstuffs  surrendered  as  unfit  for  huT'ian  consuj^'ption  are 
salvaged  for  industrial  use  or  ani-ial  feeding  ivdierQ  practicable.  The 
fish,  and  sausage  I'cre  decomposed  Ovang  to  delay  in  deliverer  by  rail*,' 


POOD  DECONTiJilldTION  SERVICE, 


Training  and  x^^actioes  of  this  service  continued  and  a  demon¬ 
stration  T/as  given  of  the  trea'cmont  of  foods  affected  b.y  x^oison  gas,' 


JOHN  MULLII^, 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


A 


'fl 


\ 


t 


